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The mineral wealth of the region is uncertain. Brown coal
used for domestic and steam purposes, occurs along the Mokai
River, and iron-sands, which it has not proved profitable to work
lie on the coast south of New Plymouth. In this district, also
the prospects of finding oil appear to be more promising thai
elsewhere in New Zealand, though up to the present the yield hai
not come up to expectations.
THE VOLCANIC REGION occupies a large part of the centre o
the island, and here again the soils vary greatly in quality. Ii
many places heavy clays prevail, some of which can only be renderec
fertile by much cultivation, while others are believed to b<
undrainable. On the other hand, around the Hot Lakes, considerabl*
areas are covered with pumice sand which is too porous to b<
fertile. The population of the whole of this region is small, anc
the pastoral industry nowhere attains much importance.
THE EASTKRN REGION, between the Ruahinc range and the coast
contains over one-fourth of the sheep in New Zealand. Here
as elsewhere, the character of the land changes rapidly from place
to place. The great alluvial plain in the Wnirurapa Valley is
suitable both for sheep and, cattle. Else whore the land, consisting
partly of rolling downs and partly of alluvial Hats, is devoted
almost exclusively to sheep* In the north the " papa" soils
reappear, but are almost entirely in the possession of the Maoris, -
Wellington, the principal town of the region and the capita]
of the Dominion, is situated on Port Nicholson, an inlet of Cool?
Strait, and is the meeting place of the coastal routes of both islands,
Hence it is the most important collecting and distributing centre
of the country, and transacts a great part of its trans-oceanic
trade.
COMMUNICATIOKS. New Zealand has over 3,000 miles of railway,
much of which, owing to the physical structure of the country, has
been laid down at great expense. In Norih Island, the main trunk
line runs from Wellington to Auckland and beyond, with branches
to Mount Egmont, Hawke Bay, and Coromanciel districts. The
prmcipal line of South Island follows the east coast from Christ-
church to Dunedin and from there goes to Invercargill; it has
numerous branches across the Canterbury Plains and into the Otago
peneplaae. In the north-west of the island, the mineral districts
are in railway communication with their ports, and Christchurch is